TORN ENDR JUNIOR SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER

Welcome to our January newsletter!

Happy New Year! | hope you all had a lovely Christmas break and have enjoyed time together
with family and friends. Thank you again for your support last term. It was incredibly busy and
we appreciate your patience and support with all of the events we planned for the children.

We are having a big push, reminding children of our expectations in school linked to school
rules, which are:
* We listen and do as we are told the first time.
We will keep hands and feet to ourselves.
We speak kindly and politely.
We walk sensibly and quietly around school.
We respect school and all belongings.

We will be exploring what this looks like and using our rewards to celebrate those who are
always showing our TIBSHELF Values.

As always, if you have any questions or would like to discuss any worries, please do not
hesitate to contact us either on the gate or via the school office. ﬁ
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Best wishes,

Mr Weston
(Head of School)

Reminder: Nut-free school

Please can we remind our families that we are a nut free school. Please
can we ask that any snacks and food brought into school does not
include any nuts due to pupils in school having severe allergies to these.

Thank you for your support.




Morning Snack

Children are encouraged to bring a healthy snack into school (fruit, cereal bars, bread
sticks etc.) but we ask that all snacks are nut free please. If children do bring in snacks
which contain nuts, they will be asked to put them away due to severe allergies.

We also run a fruit tuck shop each morning break - all fruit is 20p. If you would prefer
your child to pay for the whole week, they can also pay £1 on a Monday and this will
be noted at the tuck shop.

Mobile Phones

e understand that there may be times your child will need to bring in a mobile phone
p school (if walking home etc.) While we strongly encourage children not to, if your child
pes need to bring their phone into school, this must be handed in and switched off at

e start of the school day to their class teacher. They will be locked away and handed

t at the end of the day. If your child is bringing in their phone please complete the
bnsent form, which you can get from the office .

5 a school, we unfortunately cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to
obile phones, as school insurance will not cover these items.

Emotional School Based Avoidance (EBSA) Coffee Morning

Thursday 15th January 2026 9am @ Town End ) )
We are delighted to welcome our Derbyshire inclusion officer, Kelly Turner for a ——
parents/carer coffee morning across the Federation.

Kelly will be discussing way for parents/carers to support children struggling to
attend school due to emotional distress or anxiety. If you would like to come please
book on via this link: https://forms.office.com/e/ZTGgfBNAsp

Christmas Fayre - Thank You! § ! -

_

Thank you to everyone who visited and supported us during the Christmas Fayre. We
were blown away by the enterprise projects created by each class - we certainly
have some budding business owners of the future across the school.

The School Council and class projects altogether raised £1665.49 - this is another
great boost for the Feel Good Day planned by School Council for the summer term!



https://forms.office.com/e/ZTGqfBNAsp

Year 3 and 4 Update

We had such a busy term in both our learning and using up all our creative skills for the
run up to Christmas! Last term, we started reading a beloved classic 'The BFG' which
we will continue to read in January. This will help us to create our own fictional
narratives.

We have explored the use of electricity in the modern age, and have had great fun
creating circuits with lightbulbs and buzzers. Under careful guidance, we developed
our basic gymnastic skills to explore the skills needed for 'Parkour' where we jumped
from different heights, balanced upon different objects, and even moved our bodies
around the giant wall bars in the hall.

Our main focus last term was of course 'Camel-ama-ding-dong' where we enjoyed
learning more about the nativity in a new, fun way. We hoped you enjoyed the
performance as much as we did!

Year 5 and 6 Update

Last term was a very busy and productive term in Years 5 and 6, and the pupils should
feel very proud of the sustained effort that they have put into their work since starting
back in September. Over the course of the term, we had been studying the topic
‘Britain Since the 1930s’, particularly focussing on life in Britain during World War 2. To
complement our work on this topic, we read the book ‘Goodnight Mr. Tom’, based on
the experiences of an evacuee named William Beech. It has been great to see the
pupils really engaging with the story, with many extending their knowledge by
watching the film or reading the book in their own time!

The pupils also deserve praise for their effort levels in the end of term assessments
that we completed at the start of December. Many excellent results were achieved,
showing just what good progress many of the Year 5 and 6 pupils have made since the
start of the school year.

Towards the end of the term, it was lovely to enjoy a number of extra-curricular
events, including our P.E. trip to the EIS, the Christmas enterprise fayre and our carol
concert in church. Thank you to all that supported our Christmas events; the pupils
really benefit from your engagement in such events.

This term, we look forward to starting our new topic, in which we will be focussing on
South and Central America, whilst also studying the beliefs, culture and achievements
of the ancient Maya civilization.

Thank you again for all of the support that you have given to your child(ren) over the
past term. We hope you all a great Christmas and a want to wish you all a happy New
Year!




Rotary Young Writers Competition

The Rotary Club have been in touch with the Junior School to see if any children would like to
take part in a writing competition. This is at a local level and winning entries then have the
chance to take part in district and then a National final. The task is to produce a handwritten or
typed story in prose or poem entitled “Happiness in Nature”. This can be interpreted as
broadly as the pupil wishes and children are encouraged to use their creativity to show what
this theme means to them. It can be non-fiction or fiction and needs to be submitted by mid-
February.

Please note: E
‘Prose entries should be up to a maximum of 550 words

‘Poetry entries should be up to a maximum of 40 lines COMPETITION
‘No pictures and/or drawings are to be part of the entry wanEn

-‘Entries will not be returned unless specifically requested

If your child would like to get involved, please contact the local rotary club at
www.rotarygbi.org or if you have any questions, please email the competitions
team at cometitions@rotarygbi.org

PE and Forest School

On PE days, children should come in their PE kit - trainers, black shorts and t shirt
that is their house colour (green, red or blue). In colder weather, children may
wear black joggers and a plain black hoody.

On Forest School days, children should come in their PE kit, with a suitable pair
of shoes and weather appropriate clothes in a bag please.

Days for Forest School and PE are as follows:

Thursday Wednesday

Friday Wednesday

Friday Wednesday

Monday Tuesday

Monday Tuesday

Monday Tuesday



mailto:cometitions@rotarygbi.org

PE and Forest School

Congratulations to all the children who took part in any sporting events this last
term, both in and out of school. Already this year, we have qualified for 2
different district finals. Currently we have had over 40 different children
represent Town End at events, where each and everyone of them has shown not
only our Tibshelf Values, but the 'School Games' values, in which we still hold the
highest level of 'platinum’ for. Highlights include children taking part in the
dodgeball event, an event allowing children to have a go at boccia and archery,
the Y3/4 Sportshall Athletics showcased our (including the staff's) competitive
side and the highly popular cross country event where many of our teams have
qualified to the next stage.

Within school, congratulations to those Y6s who completed both Level 1 and
Level 2 of their Bikeabiility training. We received excellent reports from the
instructors - again representing our school brilliantly.

This term also included our 'Winter Sports Day' held at the EIS Sheffield - well
done to all the children who attended in completing not only a sprint down the
track, but throwing a javelin across the hall, jumping into a sand pit and for
completing the long distance. Special mention to Mr Smith's and Mrs Barrett's
class for winning their year group competition.

We look forward to the brighter and warmer days where more events can start to
take place.

D CRDTI I oS S ) Fitness and Wellbeing Club with Owen

H . th
Puzzle Club with Mrs Taylor (from 12:30) e 2 RS 2 ek el s

German Club with Mrs Boswell (from 12:30) Girls’ Football with Owen (until 4:15)

th
Y3/4 Book Worm with Mrs Hodson (from 12:30) (SEVES Em 6 Jen 2020

Y5/6 Book Worm with Mrs Hodson (from 12:30) Cross Country with Mrs Hodson and Mr

A A . th
Dance Festival Club with Mrs Barrett (from 12:30) Sl YUl AL (SERES e o Jen 2026

Boys’ Football with Owen until 4:15

Guitar Club with Mr Austin (Class TBC) (Starts from 8 Jan 2026)

Book Swap Shop (Morning break with Mrs Hodson) No club




What will my child be learning?

English

History/
Geography

Science

RE/ PSHE

Year 3 and 4

We will be
learning
about
multiplication
and division
an using this
to solve area
and
perimeter
problems.

We will be
reading The
BFG by
Roald Dahl
and writing
newspaper
reports.

We are also
reading: The
Poet’s dog
by Patricia
MacLachlan
in Guided
Reading.

We will
begin a new
unit learning
all about life

in Britain
during Anglo

Saxon and
Viking times.

We will be
learning
about
electricity,
circuits and
electrical
safety,
before
starting our
new unit all
about
Plants.

PSHE:
Dreams and
Goals.

RE: We will
explore
different

festivals.

Year 5 and 6

We will be
exploring
ratio, algebra
and decimals.

We will be
reading The
Jaguar
Stone
(Middleworl
d) by J&P
Voelkel

We will
create
diaries and
explanation
texts.

In Guided
Reading, we
will
continue to
explore
reading
strategies in
our daily
lessons.

We are
beginning
our new unit
exploring
what life
was like for
the Ancient
Maya.

We are
exploring
living things
and their
habitats as
well as
exploring
ways living
things are
classified.
We will then
move on to
explore
properties

of materials.

PSHE:
Dreams and
Goals.

RE: Is it
better to
express

your beliefs
in arts and
architecture
or in charity
and
generosity?

We have also uploaded long term plans onto the school website,
where you will be able to see your child’s learning during their time
here at Town End.

To access this, please follow this link.



https://www.tibshelf-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/curriculum-overview/

Upcoming Dates and Events
DATES IN RED ARE DATES WHERE PARENTS ARE INVITED INTO SCHOOL.

Monday 5" January

Children back to school.

Monday 5% January

Tuesday 27" January

Y5 Start Find Your 60 Programme with Sports PArtnership.

Glee Club to Perform at Warm Bank

Wednesday 6" February

Y5/6 Sportshall Athletics (info to follow for those involved)

Wednesday 11" February

SMILERS Ambassadors Training

Friday 13" February

Monday 23" February

Break up for half term at 3:15

Children back to school

Wednesday 25" February

Cross Country County Finals (info to follow for those involved)

Thursday 26" February

Y5/6 Indoor Rowing Competition (info to follow for those involved)

Friday 6" March

Friday 27" March

Monday 13" April

Monday 11" - Thursday 14™ May

Friday 22" May

Monday 1°* June

INSET Day

Break up for Easter at 3:15

Children back to school.

Year 6 SATS Assessment Week

INSET Day and Break up for half term.

INSET Day

Tuesday 2" June

Monday 22" - Thursday 25™ June

Children back to school

Year 6 Transition Days at Tibshelf Community School

Friday 26" June

Thursday 23 July

Feel Good Day

Break up for Summer at 3:15




Attendance

The gates are open from 8:35-8:45 each morning. Children go straight into class and begin
their learning. Late arrivals can cause worries and anxiety for children when entering the
classroom when their friends and classmates are already learning. If you need any support
with this, please speak to Mrs Hodson, Mr Weston or the School Office.

How Does School Attendance Affect a
Child's Learning?

Over half
aterm

missed!

Having 90% Over 5 school
years, is half a school
year's work missed.

A 2 week holiday in term
fime, means that the
highest attendance a child
can achieve is 94.7%

Safeguarding is given the highest priority
at Tibshelf Schools Federation.

During term time, you can speak to a
member of our safeguarding team by
calling the office or speaking to us at
drop off or collection. You can also email
us on
safeguarding@townend.derbyshire.sch.
uk

Our Safeguarding Team is: Mr Weston,
Mrs Boswell, Mrs Hodson, Mrs Crabtree
or Chris.

& - A '
Advice for Parents & Carers (

DISABLE PRIVATE MESSAGING H PRINATE SERVERS

If you have any concerns out of school
hours, you can contact Derbyshire
County Council's Child Protection
department on 01629 533190 or the
NSPCC on 0808 800 5000.




