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Vision

As proud members of the Tibshelf federation, Tibshelf Infant and Nursery School works hand-in-hand with
Townend Junior School to support pupils in progressing and increasing their skills from EYFS to Key Stage 2.
Both schools utilise the 'Kapow Primary' Design and Technology scheme, which aligns perfectly with the
National Curriculum through clearly structured skill progression.

At Tibshelf Infant and Nursery School we aim to offer a dynamic, creative, and inclusive curriculum where all
children can thrive. We view Design and Technology as vital within the curriculum, providing children with
opportunities to express their own thoughts and creativity in designing and making, whether working
independently or with adult guidance. Children in the Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage One engage
in a diverse range of Design and Technology activities to meet their needs and broaden their thinking. Our aim
is to develop independent learners who relish challenges and confidently express their ideas.

Intent

Our goal is for pupils to build upon their skills and knowledge progressively, by experiencing a variety of
activities that enhance these skills and prepare them for future stages in their education. We aim for pupils
to apply their learnt skills independently and confidently, using the correct vocabulary to communicate their
ideas effectively. Our Design and Technology lessons are crafted to be thought-provoking, encouraging pupils
to engage in discussions, appreciate diverse ideas, and recognise that differing opinions are absolutely okay.
Our curriculum is designed to be inclusive, providing a real-life context that aims to deepen understanding
and ignite enthusiasm for learning more. We want pupils to appreciate how Design and Technology have
shaped our history and contributed to the culture, creativity, and prosperity of our nation.

Implementation

. Consistent teaching of the Key Stage 1 National Curriculum Aims is achieved through the ‘Kapow
Primary’ scheme of learning.

. Teaching is supported by a clear skills and knowledge progression, building on earlier achievements
from EYFS and Key Stage 1.

. Design and Technology projects operate on an annual cycle following the Kapow DT Progression of
Skills and Knowledge for single year groups ensuring prior learning is strengthened and built upon.

. Creative units from the Kapow scheme are linked with other curriculum subjects, connecting learning
within Design and Technology to pupils’ needs and interests.

. Progression in Design and Technology includes designing, making, evaluating, technical knowledge, the
digital world, and cooking and nutrition.

. Good quality tools and materials foster independence as pupils become more confident in making their
own selections.

. Equal emphasis is placed on each stage of the design, make, and evaluate process to ensure high-
quality teaching.

. Activities are planned and differentiated to cater to students’ needs, offering a balance of teacher-led
and child-led learning.

. Formative assessments during lessons are used to guide future planning and teaching, with pupil
progress recorded at the end of each unit.
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Impact

We measure the impact of our curriculum in the following ways:

. Consistent adult-pupil interaction is encouraged throughout the design, make, and evaluate phases.
. EYFS children are assessed termly against Development Matters, particularly in Expressive Art and
Design, and at the end of the EYFS against the ELG’s.

. Teaching staff in KS1 conduct assessments of children’s abilities in specific aspects of Design and
Technology.

. Pupil progress is closely monitored to inform teaching and shared between year groups during
transitions.

. Curriculum Co-ordinator time is used to evaluate teaching content and work quality, possibly including
learning walks and pupil discussions by the subject leader to gather the ‘child's voice’.

When pupils leave Tibshelf Infant and Nursery School, they demonstrate:

. An excellent attitude to learning and independent working.

. The ability to use time efficiently and collaborate constructively and productively with others.

. The capability to show initiative and ask questions to develop a detailed knowledge of users’ needs.
. The ability to act as responsible and considerate designers and makers, considering the sourcing of
materials.

. A thorough knowledge of the appropriate tools, equipment, and materials for product creation.

. The ability to apply mathematical knowledge and skills accurately.

. The ability to manage risks well to manufacture products safely and hygienically.

. A passion enthusiasm for the subject.

Cross Curricular links within D&T

We strive to offer strong cross curricular links for learning and development in other areas of the curriculum.
In the EYFS these include — personal social and emotional development, communication and language, literacy,
physical development, mathematics and understanding of the world. In Key Stage One these include but are
not limited to - literacy, mathematics, computing, history, design and technology, music and PSHE.

Inclusion (See SEN policy)

At Tibshelf Infant and Nursery School we ensure all pupils are treated as individuals and Design and
Technology is differentiated to meet individual needs. The way in which Design and Technology is
differentiated is personal to each individual pupil, but may include the use of different sized or shaped
equipment, adult support or by expected outcome against the progression of skills.

Monitoring and review

The monitoring of standards of the quality of children’s work and the quality of teaching is the responsibility
of the subject coordinator and senior management. The subject coordinator is responsible for supporting
colleagues, identifying training needs, staying informed about current developments in the subject and for
providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in school.

The Head Teacher allocates a given number of sessions per school year to the subject coordinator so that they
can review the quality of teaching and learning, track curriculum coverage and set appropriate targets in order
to further improve Design and Technology throughout school. This evidence is gathered by the subject
coordinator via children’s work, class scrap books, displays, discussions with pupils and learning walks. A named
member of the schools Governing Body is briefed to oversee the teaching and learning in design and
technology and communicates with the subject lead throughout the year.
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