
___DT_____ Key Knowledge  

By the end of the unit, children should know and remember… 

 

 

Reception 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Junk Modelling  Soup  Boats 

 Structures  Cooking and Nutrition  Structures 

 A range of different 

materials can be used to 

make a model, and these are 

all slightly different. 

 

There are different ways to 

join materials together such 

as flange joints, slots, Glue, 

tape, staples and paper 

fasteners 

 

To return to and build on 

previous learning, refining 

ideas and developing ways to 

represent them. 

 Different factors support 

overall health and wellbeing 

including making healthy food 

choices. 

 

It is important to manage 

our own hygiene and personal 

needs when handling food. 

 

That a range of tools used 

competently, safely and 

confidently such as 

scissors, knives and a masher 

can be used to prepare food. 

 ‘Waterproof’ materials are 

those which do not absorb 

water. 

 

Some objects float and 

others sink. 

 

There are different parts of 

a boat. Hull – the big part 

that floats / Bow – the front 

of the boat / Stern – the 

back of the boat / Rudder – 

helps steer the boat / Deck – 

the floor of the baot. 



 

Year 1  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Making a moving Story Book  Wheels and Axles  Smoothies 

 Mechanism  Mechanisms  Cooking and Nutrition 

 A mechanism is the parts of 

an object that move 

together. 

 

A slider mechanism consists 

of a slider, slots, guides and 

an object; it moves an object 

from side to side or up and 

down. 

 

Bridges and guides are bits 

of card that purposefully 

restrict the movement of 

the slider. 

 Many things that move have 

parts inside to help them 

work.  

 

Wheels need to be round to 

rotate and move. 

 

For a wheel to move it 

must be attached to a 

rotating axle which allows 

the wheel to turn without 

falling off. 

 

The frame of a vehicle 

(chassis) needs to be 

balanced. 

 A blender is a machine which 

mixes ingredients together 

into a smooth liquid. 

 

Fruit has seeds and 

grows on trees or vines. 

 

Vegetables are any edible 

part of a plant they can grow 

either above or below 

ground. 

Year 2 

 Moving Monsters  Baby Bear’s Chair  Balanced Diet 

 Mechanism  Structure  Cooking and Nutrition 

 Mechanisms are a collection 

of moving parts that work 

together as a machine to 

produce movement. 

  

A mechanism will always 

consist of an input (the 

energy) and an output (the 

movement). 

 

A linkage mechanism is 

made up of a series of levers 

(things that turns on a pivot). 

 Materials can be manipulated 

to improve strength (the 

ability to withstand force) 

and stiffness (the resistance 

to force).  

 

Structure is something which 

has been formed or made 

from parts.  

 

A ‘stable’ structure is one 

which is firmly fixed, unlikely 

to change or move. 

 ‘Diet’ means the food and 

drink that a person or animal 

usually eats.  

 

A balanced diet comprises of 

five main food groups: 

carbohydrates, fruits and 

vegetables, protein, dairy 

and oils and spreads.  

 

‘Ingredients’ means the 

items in a mixture or recipe. 


