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Dear parents/carers 
 
We recently undertook a phonics and reading audit as part of the Phonics Support 
Programme from the local authority, and as a result we are changing the way that 
we listen to children read in school.   
 
From week 2 of Autumn term 2, children from reception to year 2 will be 
participating in three weekly reading sessions supported by a member of staff.  We 
will be calling these sessions ‘book club’.  The children will be reading the same 
book with a small group over three consecutive days and each session will have a 
specific focus.  The first read through will focus on phonics, decoding and word 
reading, the second on developing fluency and the third on comprehension skills.  
We anticipate that these sessions will hugely benefit the children and enable them 
to become more competent and confident readers.  Children who require specific 
interventions or reading support will continue to receive this in addition to ‘book 
club’.   
 
If your child is a confident and fluent reader, reading at Stage 8 and above, their 
'book club' sessions will look at little different.  They will be focussing on sharing 
and enjoying quality texts more independently with some adult support.  
 
Therefore, teachers will no longer be writing in children’s reading records unless 
they have done specific and targeted work with children, but be rest assured that 
children will be receiving high quality and purposeful reading sessions three times a 
week.   
 
We will continue to send reading books home and you can continue to swap these 
as you currently do.  We would always recommend that your child reads a book at 
least twice before you swap it and remember to make the most of the guidance that 
is offered in the reading books, which you will generally find on the first and last 
pages. 
 
If anyone has any questions or queries, then please do not hesitate to contact me or 
speak directly to your child’s class teacher.   
 
Nicola Moody  
Phonics and English Co-ordinator 
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